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Aims 
 
At Hackbridge Primary School, we believe that English, including Reading, is at the heart of our learning and 
teaching and essential to every area of the curriculum. It is through English that concepts are formed and we 
are able to make sense of the world and our place in it. 
We value the importance of speaking with confidence, fluency and clarity, creating a reading culture where 
children and adults are able to read for pleasure and understanding, and writing with fluency, stamina and for 
a range of different genres. 
 
Overall, we aim to: 
 

• Develop confidence in speaking for a range of purposes to ensure that our children are confident in 
taking part in conversations within wider society as well as in school. 

• Adopt a love of reading and respect books. 
 

• Deliver a variety of opportunities for writing based on pupils’ experience, cross curricular connections, 
and quality texts (visual and written) consequently ensuring engagement and excitement to the literacy 
curriculum.  

 
• Provide children with both purposeful and meaningful writing tasks along with a targeted audience. 

 
• Ensure all children are supported in meeting the Early Learning Goals in the Early Years Foundation 

stage and End of Year Expectations outcomes. 
 

• Assess children’s progress both formatively and summative to ensure they are 
             making the best progress possible. 
 

• Plan lessons that are accessible for all children, but also engaging and exciting. 
 
Writing 
 
In writing at Hackbridge Primary School, we aim for children to be able to: 
 

• Take part in experiences that enable them to write with confidence. 
 

• Acquire a positive attitude towards learning. 
 

• Develop their writing stamina to be able to write longer pieces of text and for different audiences. 
 

• Understand the difference between independent, guided and shared writing to be able to compose, 
edit and revise their writing. 

 
• Check their work for accuracy, meaning and sense. 

 
• Understand the grammatical needs to each genre. 

 
• Understand the different sentence types used in each genre and use them with confidence. 

 
• Provide adapted learning to ensure that all children can write for a purpose, providing resources to 

support them. 



 
• Organise and present their work according to the genre being taught. 

 
• Use a range of strategies for spelling. 

 
To support our English planning and structure of teaching, we use Jane Considine’s ‘The Write Stuff’. This 
approach is used consistently from Nursery to Year 6 and sharpens the teaching and learning of writing within 
the classroom. It is research informed and applies evidence into effective writing opportunities for improving 
standards and outcomes in writing. Teachers will plan the teaching of genres through basic skills, grammar and 
punctuation in plot points as well as opportunities for independent writing and a range of experiences. 
 
The Write Stuff follows a method called ‘sentence stacking’. Sentence stacking refers to the fact that sentences 
are grouped together chronologically or organisationally to engage children with short, intensive moments of 
learning that they can apply immediately to their writing. An individual lesson is based on a sentence model, 
broken into three separate chunks: 
 
Initiate section – a stimulus to capture the children’s imagination and set up a 
sentence by collecting ambitious vocabulary. 
 
Model section – the teacher models a sentence that outlines clear writing features and techniques. 
 
Enable section – the children write their sentence following the model. 
 
More able writers are given the opportunity to ‘Deepen the Moment’ and write through a lense of their choice. 
 
The Write Stuff reinforces grammar through the use of: 
 
The FANTASTICs which are an acronym that summarise the ideas of writing. 
The Grammar Rainbow is a classroom tool that enables the teacher to drive key grammar messages. The 
BOOMTASTICs which helps children capture 10 ways of adding drama and poetic devices to writing in a vivid 
visual. 
 
Each class will have ‘writing laundry’ to recap skills learnt in previous year groups. Each class will have the 
previous years ‘laundry’ to re-embed skills and fill any gaps created. 
 
On some occasions, English will link to the wider curriculum to ensure learning is meaningful, has a purpose 
and contextual; making links between writing style and vocabulary. Where English does not link to the 
foundation curriculum subjects, year groups work on carefully chosen, high-quality texts, which provide 
children with an understanding of the wider world. The Write Stuff provides children with the opportunity to 
see teachers modelling high quality writing with accurate spellings, grammar and handwriting. Demonstration 
writing and shared editing (where teacher and class edit and improve a piece of work together) supports all 
children as they develop their independence throughout their school years. Teachers will use the ‘Writing 
Progression’ document created by the English Leads to support their planning for a range of genres, skills and 
planning. 
 
In EYFS, children will begin to learn the visuals on ‘The Writing Rainbow’ throughout the autumn term. Children 
will then work as a group or class to begin mark marking for meaning, which will then develop into writing 
words independently. Children will be supported using stem sentences and using a range of environmental 
opportunities and objects in provision. Children will become ‘word collectors’ within provision and add to their 
working walls. They will develop their vocabulary through puppets and adult led discussions and activities. 
They will have real images in provision to support their speaking and listening and engage children when 
discussing their own experiences. 
 
In KS1 and KS2, children are exposed to fiction and non-fiction texts and genres each half term. Children have 



the opportunity to ‘sentence stack’ and compose pieces of writing ‘underneath their teacher’s writing wing’ 
before moving onto a piece of independent writing. Once an independent write has been completed, teachers 
will guide children to edit and improve their work. Children will always write with a ‘FANTASTIC’ focus and 
teachers will choose structures and techniques from the ‘GRAMMERISTICS’ and ‘BOOMTASTICS’ to suit the 
genre being taught and in line with the end of year expectations. 
 
Planning 
 
Teachers plan for a writing unit on school template and will highlight where children are writing, having an 
experience lesson to support their writing or writing independently as an assessment task. When planning 
individual lessons, teachers will follow the chunks; initiate, model and enable. Included on the planning will be 
the visual representatives (symbols/shapes) these will be used to support children’s learning and 
understanding of a sentence or a skill. Teachers also use Jane Considine’s ‘Progression of Writing Genres’ a 
document to ensure appropriate pitch and expectations are incorporated into the sessions. Teachers also use 
data from their cohort’s Pupil Asset writing assessments to address areas of weakness and plug any gaps in 
learning. 
 
Assessment of Writing 
 
Children’s writing skills will be assessed at the end of each unit and based only on independent writing. Units 
last approximately two-three weeks, so in an average half-term, children will have completed two independent 
writes – one fiction and one non-fiction. Teachers will base their assessments on the end of year objectives for 
their current year group. Where necessary, teachers will assess against objectives from previous year groups 
to ensure there are no gaps in learning. Year group writing checklists are placed in books alongside the 
independent piece of writing; both the pupil and teachers assess the independent writing against the writing 
checklist. Pupils assess first as this supports the editing and redrafting section of the unit. The class teacher 
then uses the checklist to assess the finished piece of writing. The class teacher then transfers the 
achievements awarded on to Pupil Asset. Pupil Asset is a virtual mark book for teachers to log and track 
progress in writing.  Pupil Asset features assessment grids which are ticked and dated when a child achieves an 
outcome in their independent write. For Years 2 and 6, teachers will assess using the Teacher Assessment 
Framework (TAF). Teachers then use the assessed pieces of writing documented on Pupil Asset to identify 
objectives to focus on in the next unit of work. 
 
The Classroom Environment 
 
Our working walls are changed on a regular basis and relates to our teaching in English. Following the structure 
of The Write Stuff, the visual representation of symbols will be used and vocabulary will be present for children 
to use within their writing. The writing laundry will be displayed near/around the English working wall and 
where possible the teacher modelled writing will be up on display. All classes feature a word collector display. 
The display is individual to each class. The display celebrates words along with their definitions which have 
been discovered during the school day by the children. Children can borrow discovered words during writing 
tasks to enhance their writing.



Handwriting 
 
We aim for our pupils to develop a neat, legible, speedy handwriting style using continuous cursive letters that 
leads to producing letters and words automatically in independent writing. 
 
By the end of Year 6, pupils will understand the importance of neat presentation and the need for different 
letter forms (cursive, printed or capital letters) to help communicate meaning clearly. Children in Reception are 
expected to know the letter name, sound and patter before progressing into KS1. Whilst in KS1, teachers will 
develop the size of letters before moving onto leading lines. In Year 2, children will begin to use horizontal and 
vertical strokes to join accurately.  
 
 
Spelling 
 
As a school we use the scheme ‘The Spelling Book’ which has been developed by Jane Considine to teach spelling 
we introduce the approach in Year 2 and continue to embed the skills and strategies across Key Stage 2. ‘The 
Spelling Book’ uses a phonic style approach which encourages pupils to explore the sounds within words. It also 
provides pupils with opportunities to investigate the origins and associations of words. Pupils are encouraged 
to be word detectives and ‘dig deeper’ as they develop spelling strategies.   
 
Speaking and Listening 
 
Good speaking and listening skills are fundamental for good learning and play a large part in a child’s progress. 
Children are encouraged to develop effective communication skills from their entry into Nursery for readiness 
for later life. We aim for children to be able to speak clearly, fluently and coherently, to be able to listen 
attentively with understanding, pleasure and empathy and contribute to group discussions effectively. 
 
To be able to achieve this, we provide opportunities for children to speak in pairs, groups or to larger groups, 
such as in assembly or to parents to ensure they develop their confidence when taking part in conversations or 
listening to other people’s opinions. We are aware that as adults, we are the main people for modelling good 
Standard English to our children. We expect children to use stem sentences to articulate effectively that they 
are trying to say and show respect by taking it in turns within a conversation. 
 
When planning, we ensure that children have the opportunities for speaking and listening. We use talk partners, 
drama activities, story mapping and other effective activities to ensure that children are not only talking, but 
that they also develop their listening skills. 
 
We develop a wide range of vocabulary to be used in their discussions by explicitly teaching new words. This 
may be through active starts or when using our focus book during our daily ‘Hooked on Books’ sessions. New 
words are clearly displayed in the classroom on a ‘Word Collector’ display. Children can then refer to these 
when writing. Children will make links between other topics, developing an understanding of words in context. 

 
 

Reading 
 
For reading, children aim to: 
• Become fluent and confident reader who read with clarity and expression. 



• Develop a love for reading, reading books or segments of writing from a range of different genres. 
• Understand the layout of a range of different text types. 
• Understand and apply their knowledge of phonics and spelling patterns. 
• Decode with accuracy. 
• Build their vocabulary knowledge and understand words within context. 
• Develop their understanding of a range of text types. 
• Understand and read a range of literature from different cultures. 
• Develop their comprehension skills through retrieval and inference questions. 
 
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds  
 
The teaching of phonics begins in Nursery, where children learn to listen for sounds and interpret them. As 
children progress into Reception, children are taught letter sounds and begin to learn how to segment and blend 
accurately to read words then, develop their sight vocabulary to learn tricky words. As a school, we follow the 
phonics programme Little Wandle Letters and Sounds. This programme is used from Nursery to Year 2. For 
further details about Little Wandle Letters and Sounds please see our separate Phonics policy. 
 
Alongside the teaching of phonics, children are taught key words many of which are short, common words, 
which appear frequently in all texts. Children will have daily opportunities to practice these key words. It is our 
expectation that all children can read and spell the key words for their year group. 
 
Independent and Guided Reading 
 
Pupils have opportunities to undertake guided, shared and independent reading throughout the school. In EYFS, 
children are exposed to environmental sound books to support their early reading skills. As children begin to 
learn letter sounds, they read books based on their phonetic knowledge. These books help to support children’s 
comprehension skills and build up their fluency in reading. We believe that it is important to provide pupils with 
a selection of reading books and experiences from different genres and subject matter. Teachers read a variety 
of written material regularly with the children: fiction and non-fiction, stories, reports, diaries, poems etc. 
Children have daily story time sessions, where teachers have an author focus to not only develop children’s love 
for reading, but to know a range of authors.  
 
In EYFS and Year 1, guided reading sessions take place 3 times a week led by an adult following the Little Wandle 
Letters and Sounds model. During these sessions, the children read as part of their phonic group, where the 
adult focuses on decoding, prosody and comprehension skills. The ultimate goal during the reading sessions is 
to help children learn how to use independent reading strategies successfully, alongside building their fluency 
as a reader.  
 
EYFS and KS1 focus on developing the reading skills: vocabulary, inference, predicting, explanation, retrieval 
and summary/Sequencing skills through the daily ‘Hooked on Books’ sessions. In Key Stage 2, in order to build 
on the reading practices that have taken place in the EYFS and KS1, children will also participate in the whole 
class reading approach - ‘Hooked on Books’. Jane Considine’s ‘Hooked on Books’ creates a range of learning 
behaviours and reading strategies which, brought together, allow children to explore and understand texts, at 
a deeper level. Children are exposed to a range of high-quality texts throughout the academic year. Texts have 
been chosen by teachers to match the topics being taught in the wider curriculum or to explore important 
themes and issues such as: diversity, equality and friendships. During the KS2 reading sessions, children 



continue to work on the ‘Reading Domains’: Retrieve and Record; Infer and Justify; Vocabulary Understanding; 
Explain Meaning; Predict; Sequence; Identify Word Choice; Summarise and Compare. 
 
In order to develop a love of reading there are opportunities for children to read a wide variety of texts 
independently, in pairs and as a class. ‘Teacher Read Aloud’ sessions are timetabled daily. Children also have 
access to the library on a fortnightly basis and outdoor reading sheds daily. Classes are also visited termly by 
Louie the therapy dog. Reading Ambassadors have been selected from across the school they help support class 
book corners and the school library.  
 
Home Reading 
 
For children to become fluent readers, we expect children to read at home at least three times a week. Children 
will take home a book which matches their phonic ability within EYFS and KS1. In KS2, children are regularly 
assessed to ensure that children are reading independently, but with some challenge, to continuously evolve 
their reading ability. All children will also take home a library book weekly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


